chemistry gre subject test PDF Vol. 2022, Issue 2

chemistry gre subject test PDF

Chemistry GRE Subject Test: Your Ultimate Guide to Success

Preparing for the Chemistry GRE Subject Test can be a pivotal step in advancing your graduate
studies in chemistry or related fields. This standardized exam is designed to assess your knowledge
and understanding of undergraduate-level chemistry concepts, and performing well can open doors
to top-tier graduate programs. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore everything you need to
know about the Chemistry GRE Subject Test, from its format and content to effective preparation
strategies, tips for test day, and resources to help you succeed.

Understanding the Chemistry GRE Subject Test
What Is the Chemistry GRE Subject Test?

The Chemistry GRE Subject Test is a standardized exam administered by the Educational Testing
Service (ETS). It evaluates your knowledge of core chemistry topics typically covered in
undergraduate programs. The test is used by graduate schools to assess applicants' foundational
chemistry skills and their readiness for advanced study.

Key facts about the test include:

- Duration: 2 hours and 50 minutes

- Number of Questions: 120 multiple-choice questions

- Format: Computer-based testing

- Frequency: Offered three times a year (April, September, October)

Why Take the Chemistry GRE Subject Test?

Many graduate programs in chemistry and related disciplines require or recommend the GRE
Subject Test as part of their application process. A high score can:

- Demonstrate your mastery of essential chemistry concepts

- Strengthen your application portfolio

- Help differentiate you from other candidates

- Provide a quantitative measure of your knowledge for admissions committees
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Test Content and Structure
Content Areas Covered
The test covers a broad range of chemistry topics, generally divided into the following categories:
- Analytical Chemistry: 8-10% of questions
- Inorganic Chemistry: 15-20% of questions
- Organic Chemistry: 25-30% of questions
- Physical Chemistry: 20-25% of questions
- General Chemistry: 15-20% of questions
Each section tests both conceptual understanding and problem-solving skills.
Question Types and Format
All questions are multiple-choice, with four options each. Some questions may involve:
- Calculation-based problems
- Conceptual reasoning
- Data interpretation

- Chemical structure analysis

The exam is scored on a scale from 130 to 170, in one-point increments, similar to the GRE General
Test.

Effective Preparation Strategies

Preparing thoroughly is key to achieving a competitive score. Here are strategies to optimize your
study plan.

Understand the Test Specifications
- Review the official ETS Chemistry GRE Subject Test specifications.
- Familiarize yourself with the content areas and question formats.

- Use the official test specifications as a blueprint for your study plan.

Gather Quality Study Materials
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- Official ETS Practice Tests: The best resource for authentic questions and understanding exam
style.

- GRE Chemistry Prep Books: Popular options include materials from Kaplan, Princeton Review,
and Barron?s.

- Undergraduate Textbooks: Use comprehensive texts covering inorganic, organic, physical, and
analytical chemistry.

- Online Resources: Khan Academy, ChemCaollective, and other online platforms offer tutorials
and practice problems.

Create a Study Schedule
- Allocate consistent study time over several months, ideally 3-6 months before the test.
- Break down topics into manageable sections.
- Schedule regular practice tests to monitor progress.
Focus on Weak Areas
- Analyze practice test results to identify weak topics.

- Dedicate extra study time to challenging areas.
- Use targeted resources to clarify difficult concepts.

Practice Under Test Conditions
- Simulate exam conditions by timing yourself.

- Practice with full-length tests to build stamina.
- Develop effective test-taking strategies, such as time management and educated guessing.

Test Day Tips and Strategies
Before the Exam
- Ensure you know the test center location and logistics.
- Pack necessary items: identification, snacks, water, calculator (if permitted).

- Get a good night?s sleep and eat a nutritious meal beforehand.

During the Test
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- Read questions carefully and manage your time?aim to spend about 1 minute per question.
- Mark difficult questions to revisit if time permits.

- Use process of elimination to narrow answer choices.

- Keep calm and stay focused throughout the exam.

After the Exam

- Reflect on your performance to improve in future exams.
- Request score reports or additional information if needed from ETS.

Scoring and Results

- Scores are available approximately 2-3 weeks after the test date.

- A competitive score varies by program but generally ranges from 155 to 170.

- Use your scores strategically in your application, highlighting strengths and addressing
weaknesses.

Additional Resources and Support

- Official ETS Website: The primary source for registration, practice tests, and detailed
information.

- Study Groups: Join online forums or local study groups for mutual support.

- Graduate Program Requirements: Check specific requirements of your target programs for GRE
score expectations.

Conclusion

The Chemistry GRE Subject Test is a challenging yet manageable exam that, with proper
preparation, can significantly enhance your graduate school applications. Understanding the test
format, mastering core chemistry topics, practicing extensively, and employing effective test-taking
strategies are the keys to success. Remember to start early, utilize high-quality resources, and stay
consistent in your study efforts. With dedication and careful planning, you can achieve a score that
opens doors to your future academic and professional goals.

Good luck with your Chemistry GRE Subject Test preparation!

Chemistry GRE Subject Test: An In-Depth Analysis for Aspiring Test Takers
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The Chemistry GRE Subject Test is a pivotal component for students aiming to demonstrate their
mastery of college-level chemistry knowledge in graduate school admissions. As a standardized
assessment administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS), it serves as an important metric
for admissions committees to evaluate applicants' foundational chemistry skills and their readiness
for advanced study. This article provides a comprehensive review of the test?s structure, content
domains, preparation strategies, recent trends, and tips to excel, offering prospective test-takers a
detailed roadmap toward success.

Understanding the Chemistry GRE Subject Test: An Overview

The Chemistry GRE Subject Test is a multiple-choice exam designed to assess a candidate?s
understanding across a broad spectrum of chemistry disciplines. Typically, the test comprises
approximately 130 questions to be completed within 2 hours and 50 minutes. The test is offered
three times per year?August, October, and April?and is administered in a paper-based format at
designated testing centers worldwide.

The primary purpose of the test is to evaluate:

- Knowledge of fundamental and advanced chemistry concepts.
- Ability to solve complex problems.
- Familiarity with laboratory techniques and data interpretation.

Graduate programs use the scores (ranging from 200 to 990) as one of several criteria to select
applicants with strong chemistry backgrounds.

Test Content and Domain Breakdown

A thorough understanding of the test?s content domains is essential for effective preparation. The
ETS provides an outline of the content areas, which can be categorized into core themes:

1. Organic Chemistry (25-30%)

- Structure and bonding

- Stereochemistry

- Reaction mechanisms

- Spectroscopy techniques (NMR, IR, UV-Vis)
- Organic synthesis and retrosynthesis

- Functional groups and their reactivity
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2. Inorganic Chemistry (20-25%)

- Coordination chemistry

- Periodic table trends

- Main group and transition metal chemistry
- Solid-state and materials chemistry

- Acid-base theories and ligand interactions

3. Physical Chemistry (20-25%)

- Thermodynamics and kinetics

- Quantum mechanics

- Statistical mechanics

- Spectroscopy and electronic structure
- Chemical equilibria

4. Analytical Chemistry (10-15%)

- Qualitative and quantitative analysis

- Chromatography, titrations, and spectroscopy
- Instrumentation techniques

- Data interpretation

5. Laboratory Techniques and Data Analysis (10%)

- Laboratory safety and protocols
- Data interpretation
- Experimental design

This distribution underscores the importance of a well-rounded knowledge base, with particular
emphasis on organic and physical chemistry, which constitute nearly half of the exam content.

Preparation Strategies for the Chemistry GRE Subject Test

Achieving a high score on the Chemistry GRE requires a strategic approach. The following
multi-step plan can help aspirants prepare effectively:
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1. Conduct a Content Audit

- Review official ETS outline to identify strengths and weaknesses.
- Gather study materials aligned with the test domains.
- Create a personalized study plan with realistic milestones.

2. Gather Quality Study Resources
- Standard textbooks (e.g., Atkins? Physical Chemistry, Clayden?s Organic Chemistry,
Housecroft?s Inorganic Chemistry).
- Official ETS practice tests and sample questions.
- Review guides and prep books specifically designed for GRE Chemistry.
3. Practice with Past Exams
- Simulate test conditions to build stamina.
- Analyze incorrect responses to understand mistakes.
- Track progress and adjust study focus accordingly.
4. Master Problem-Solving Techniques
- Develop strategies for multiple-choice questions, such as process of elimination.
- Practice calculations, data analysis, and interpretation skills.
- Memorize key formulas, constants, and nomenclature.
5. Focus on Laboratory and Data Analysis Skills
- Review common laboratory procedures.
- Practice interpreting experimental data, graphs, and spectra.
- Understand safety protocols and experimental design principles.
6. Review Regularly and Stay Consistent

- Schedule consistent study sessions.
- Use flashcards for memorization.
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- Participate in study groups or online forums for collaborative learning.

Recent Trends and Changes in the Chemistry GRE
Over the past decade, the Chemistry GRE has seen several notable trends:
- Increased Emphasis on Data Interpretation and Experimental Design: Recent tests have

included more questions that require analyzing experimental data, interpreting spectra, and
understanding laboratory techniques.

- Shift Toward Applied Knowledge: There?s a growing focus on applying fundamental principles
to real-world scenarios, such as materials design, environmental chemistry, and biochemical
contexts.

- Availability of Practice Resources: ETS has expanded its official practice materials, including
full-length practice tests, which reflect the current test format and question types.

- Score Reporting and Use: Some graduate programs are becoming more flexible with GRE
scores, emphasizing holistic admissions, but a strong score can still significantly bolster an
application.

Understanding these trends helps candidates tailor their preparation to current expectations.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Despite thorough preparation, test-takers often encounter challenges:

- Time Management: The rapid pace of the exam necessitates efficient answering techniques.
Practice under timed conditions to improve speed.

- Complex Problem-Solving: Some questions involve multi-step calculations or reasoning. Break
down problems into manageable parts.

- Memorization vs. Conceptual Understanding: While memorization is helpful, a deep conceptual
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grasp is essential for applying knowledge to unfamiliar questions. Focus on understanding
underlying principles.

- Stress and Test Anxiety: Develop test-day strategies, such as breathing exercises and positive
visualization, to manage anxiety.

Tips for Success on Test Day

- Arrive early at the testing center.

- Bring necessary identification and materials.

- Read questions carefully before answering.

- Manage your time evenly across sections.

- Use educated guesses when unsure, eliminating obviously wrong options.
- Review flagged questions if time permits.

Conclusion: Navigating the Path to GRE Chemistry Success

The Chemistry GRE Subject Test remains a challenging yet rewarding hurdle for aspiring graduate
students. Its comprehensive coverage demands diligent preparation, strategic study, and a solid
grasp of core chemistry principles. By understanding the test structure, focusing on high-yield topics,
practicing intensively with real questions, and staying adaptable to recent trends, candidates can
maximize their performance.

Achieving a competitive score not only strengthens an application but also affirms a candidate?s
readiness for the rigorous academic journey that lies ahead. As with any standardized test,
consistency, perseverance, and strategic planning are the keys to success. With thorough
preparation and a confident approach, aspiring chemists can confidently navigate the Chemistry
GRE and open doors to advanced research opportunities and scholarly achievement.

QuestionAnswer What are the key topics covered in the Chemistry GRE Subject Test? The test
covers general chemistry concepts, including atomic structure, bonding, thermodynamics, kinetics,
equilibrium, acids and bases, electrochemistry, and organic chemistry principles. How should |
prepare for the Chemistry GRE Subject Test effectively? Preparation involves reviewing
fundamental chemistry concepts, practicing with previous tests, understanding chemical equations
and reactions, and focusing on problem-solving strategies to improve speed and accuracy. Are there
specific resources or practice exams recommended for the Chemistry GRE? Yes, official ETS
practice tests, review books like Barron's or Princeton Review, and online problem sets are highly
recommended to familiarize yourself with the exam format and question types. What is the best way
to approach organic chemistry questions on the GRE? Focus on understanding reaction
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mechanisms, functional group transformations, and stereochemistry. Practice drawing structures
quickly and interpreting reaction pathways to improve accuracy under timed conditions. How
important are laboratory concepts and experiments for the Chemistry GRE? While the test
emphasizes theoretical understanding, knowledge of basic laboratory techniques and experimental
principles can help in answering questions related to lab procedures and data interpretation. What
scoring considerations should | keep in mind for the Chemistry GRE? The score ranges from 200 to
990. A strong understanding of core concepts and consistent practice can help you achieve a
competitive score, which is crucial for admissions and funding opportunities. How much time should
| allocate for studying for the Chemistry GRE? Typically, dedicating 2-3 months with regular study
sessions and practice exams is effective, but this depends on your prior chemistry background and
test-taking skills. Are calculators allowed during the Chemistry GRE Subject Test? No, calculators
are not permitted. Be comfortable performing calculations manually and using estimation techniques
during the exam. What strategies can help me manage my time effectively during the Chemistry
GRE? Allocate time to each section based on question difficulty, answer easier questions first to
secure points early, and leave challenging questions for later to maximize your overall score.

Related keywords: chemistry practice test, GRE chemistry prep, GRE subject test chemistry,

chemistry study guide, GRE chemistry topics, chemistry chemistry questions, GRE chemistry tips,
chemistry sample questions, GRE chemistry review, chemistry exam preparation

Lesson 6 subject complements answers

Lesson 6 Subject Complements Answers
Understanding subject complements is essential for mastering sentence structure and grammar. In
Lesson 6, we focus on identifying, using, and correctly answering questions related to subject

complements. This comprehensive guide aims to clarify the concept, provide clear explanations, and
offer practical exercises with answers to solidify your understanding of subject complements.

What Are Subject Complements?

Definition of Subject Complements

A subject complement is a word or phrase that follows a linking verb and provides additional
information about the subject. It completes the meaning of the subject and the verb, often renaming

or describing the subject.

Examples:
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- The sky is blue. (adjective complement)
- She became a doctor. (noun complement)

Types of Subject Complements
Subject complements are mainly classified into two types:

- Predicate Nouns (or Predicate Nominatives): These rename the subject.
- Predicate Adjectives: These describe the subject.

Identifying Subject Complements
How to Recognize a Subject Complement
To identify a subject complement:
- Look for a linking verb (such as is, was, were, seem, become, feel, l00k).
- Determine if the word or phrase following the verb provides more information about the subject.
- Check if the word can be replaced with a pronoun or synonym to verify its function.
Common Linking Verbs
-am, is, are
- was, were

- be, being, been
- seem, appear, become, look, feel, taste, smell, remain, stay

Common Questions and Answers on Subject Complements

1. What is the function of a subject complement?

Answer:

A subject complement completes the meaning of the subject by either renaming it (predicate noun)
or describing it (predicate adjective). It follows a linking verb and provides more information about

the subject.

2. How do you identify a predicate noun in a sentence?
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Answer:

A predicate noun renames or identifies the subject and can often be replaced with another noun or
pronoun. It is connected to the subject via a linking verb.

Example & Answer:

Sentence: The winner is she.

Question: What is the subject complement?

Answer: She (predicate noun replacing "the winner").

3. How can you distinguish between a predicate adjective and a regular
adjective?

Answer:

A predicate adjective follows a linking verb and describes the subject, often answering "How is the
subject?" or "What is the subject like?" Regular adjectives typically modify nouns, whereas predicate
adjectives follow linking verbs.

Example & Answer:

Sentence: The cake tastes sweet.

Question: What is the predicate adjective?

Answer: Sweet (describes the cake).

4. Can a subject complement be a phrase instead of a single word?

Answer:

Yes, a subject complement can be a phrase, such as a noun phrase or an adjective phrase, that
completes the meaning of the subject.

Example:

Sentence: The most important thing is your cooperation.
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Question: What is the subject complement?
Answer: Your cooperation (noun phrase).

5. What are some common errors to avoid when identifying subject
complements?

Answer:

- Confusing predicate nominatives with direct objects.
- Mistaking adjectives that modify nouns for predicate adjectives.
- Overlooking the linking verb and assuming any word following the subject is a complement.

Sample Exercises with Answers

Exercise 1: Identify the subject complement in each sentence.

- The sky became dark.

- She is a talented musician.

- The soup tastes salty.

- They are students.

- The movie seemed interesting.

Answers:

- dark (predicate adjective)

- a talented musician (predicate noun)
- salty (predicate adjective)

- students (predicate noun)

- interesting (predicate adjective)

Exercise 2: Choose the correct subject complement for each sentence.

- The teacher was (kind / kind-hearted).
- The bread smells (fresh / freshness).

- My brother became (a doctor / doctor).
- The flowers are (beautiful / beauty).
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- The cake looks (delicious / deliciously).

Answers:

- The teacher was kind-hearted.
- The bread smells fresh.

- My brother became a doctor.

- The flowers are beautiful.

- The cake looks delicious.

Exercise 3. Rewrite the sentences, replacing the subject complement with a
pronoun.

- The winner is she.

- The best thing about the movie is its ending.
- The weather became very cold.

- My favorite hobby is painting.

- The food tastes spicy.

Answers:

- The winner is she ? The winner is she. ? The winner is her. (Note: "her" is used correctly as a
predicate nominative in the sentence.)

- The best thing about the movie is its ending. ? It is its ending. (Rephrasing is complex; better to
keep the noun.)

- The weather became very cold. ? It became very cold.

- My favorite hobby is painting. ? It is painting.

- The food tastes spicy. ? It tastes spicy.

(Note: Some sentences do not lend themselves easily to pronoun substitution in the predicate

complement without changing the sentence structure. Focus on understanding the role of the
pronoun in context.)

Tips for Mastering Subject Complements

- Always identify the linking verb first; it?s the key to spotting a subject complement.
- Remember that predicate nouns rename the subject, so they can be replaced with pronouns like
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"she,"” "he," or "they" in the nominative case.

- Predicate adjectives describe the subject and often follow linking verbs such as "is,
"becomes.”

- Practice with different sentences to recognize subtle differences between complements and
other sentence components.

- Use exercises to test your understanding regularly and review the answers carefully to learn
from mistakes.

seems," or

Summary

Understanding and correctly answering questions about subject complements is vital for
grammatical accuracy and effective communication. By recognizing the role of linking verbs and the
types of complements?predicate nouns and predicate adjectives?you can improve your sentence
analysis skills. Practice identifying, replacing, and constructing sentences with subject complements
to become more confident in using them correctly.

Remember, the key to mastering lesson 6 subject complements answers lies in understanding their

function, practicing with varied examples, and paying attention to the linking verbs that connect them
to the subject. With consistent effort, you?ll be able to answer questions about subject complements
with clarity and precision.

Lesson 6: Subject Complements Answers ? An In-Depth Exploration

Understanding the nuances of sentence structure is fundamental to mastering English grammar,
and one of the most essential components in this domain is the concept of subject complements. In
Lesson 6, we delve into the intricacies of subject complements, their functions, types, and how to
correctly identify and utilize them in sentences. This comprehensive review aims to clarify common
misconceptions, provide detailed explanations, and furnish practical examples to enhance your
grasp of subject complements.

What Are Subject Complements?

At its core, a subject complement is a word or phrase that follows a linking verb and provides
additional information about the subject. It essentially "complements” or completes the meaning of
the subject by renaming or describing it. Without the subject complement, the sentence may be

grammatically correct but semantically incomplete or ambiguous.

Key Points:

- Appears after a linking verb (such as is, was, seems, becomes, appears, etc.)
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- Renames or describes the subject
- Necessary for the sentence's full meaning when using linking verbs

Example Sentences:
- The winner is she.
- His explanation was confusing.

- The sky appears blue.

In these examples, "she," "confusing,” and "blue" are subject complements that complete the
sentence.

Types of Subject Complements
Subject complements fall into two primary categories based on their grammatical nature:
Noun Complements (Predicate Nouns)
These are nouns or pronouns that rename or identify the subject.
Characteristics:

- Usually follow linking verbs

- Provide a new name or identity for the subject

- Can be a singular noun, plural noun, or pronoun
Examples:

- My brother is a teacher.

- The winners are they.

- It was John who called earlier.

Common Predicate Nouns:

- doctor, teacher, artist, student, winner, child

Adjective Complements (Predicate Adjectives)
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These are adjectives that describe the subject directly.

Characteristics:

- Follow linking verbs

- Describe the subject?s state or quality
Examples:

- The cake smells delicious.

- She seems happy.

- The night became cold.

Common Predicate Adjectives:

- happy, sad, tall, short, cold, bright, confusing

Identifying Subject Complements in Sentences

Vol. 2022, Issue 2

Correct identification of subject complements involves understanding their position and function in

the sentence.

Steps to Identify:

- Locate the main verb: Is it a linking verb? (e.g., is, was, seem, become, appear, feel.)

- Find the word or phrase immediately following the linking verb.

- Determine whether this word renames (noun/pronoun) or describes (adjective) the subject.
- Confirm that removing this complement would leave the sentence incomplete or nonsensical.

Sample Analysis:

- Sentence: The sky is blue.

- Linking verb: is

- Complement: blue

- Function: Describes the subject the sky
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- Sentence: The winner was she.

- Linking verb: was

- Complement: she

- Function: Renames the subject the winner

Common Mistakes and Clarifications
Misunderstanding subject complements often leads to grammatical errors. Here are some common
pitfalls and clarifications:

- Confusing Subject Complements with Direct Objects

- Incorrect: The teacher made her a leader. (Here, "her" is a direct object, not a complement.)
- Correct: The teacher made her leader. ("Leader" is a predicate noun acting as a subject
complement.)

- Using Adjectives as Complements Without Linking Verbs

- Incorrect: The sky is blue.

- Correct: The sky is blue.
(Note: In the correct sentence, "is" is the linking verb, and "blue" is the predicate adjective acting as
a subject complement.)

- Omitting the Complement

- Incorrect: The winner is.

- Correct: The winner is she.
(The complement completes the sentence?s meaning.)

Practice Questions and Answers

Engaging with practice sentences is essential for mastery. Below are sample questions with detailed
answers.
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Question 1: Identify the subject complement in the following sentence:

- The movie seems interesting.
Answer:

- Linking verb: seems

- Subject complement: interesting

- Function: Predicate adjective describing the movie

Question 2: Determine whether the complement is a noun or an adjective:

- The children became tired.
Answer:

- Linking verb: became

- Complement: tired

- Type: Predicate adjective (describes the children?s state)

Question 3: Rewrite the sentence with a clearer subject complement:

- The winner was she.

Answer:

- The winner was she.
(This sentence correctly uses a predicate pronoun as the complement.)

Applying Knowledge: Constructing Sentences with Subject
Complements

Practice constructing sentences helps solidify understanding. Here are some prompts:

Vol. 2022, Issue 2
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- Use a linking verb and a predicate noun to describe a person.
- Use a linking verb and a predicate adjective to describe an object or situation.
- Combine these elements into meaningful sentences.

Sample Sentences:

- The artist is a visionary.

- The weather became stormy.
- My favorite fruit is mango.

- The night seems peaceful.

Summary and Key Takeaways

- Subject complements follow linking verbs and complete the meaning of the subject.

- They are primarily predicate nouns (renaming the subject) or predicate adjectives (describing
the subject).

- Correct identification involves recognizing the linking verb and the complement?s function.

- Misconceptions often stem from confusing complements with direct objects or omitting
necessary complements.

- Practice with varied sentences enhances accuracy in identification and usage.

Final Thoughts

Mastery of subject complements is vital for constructing clear, grammatically correct sentences.
Recognizing their role and differentiating between types not only improves writing skills but also
deepens understanding of sentence structure. Through careful analysis, practice, and application,
learners can confidently identify and utilize subject complements, elevating their command of
English grammar.

Whether you're preparing for tests, refining your writing, or simply aiming for better comprehension,
focusing on Lesson 6's core concepts about subject complements will serve as a strong foundation
for grammatical proficiency.

QuestionAnswer What are subject complements in a sentence? Subject complements are words
or phrases that follow a linking verb and provide more information about the subject, such as
describing or renaming it. How can | identify a subject complement in a sentence? Look for words
that come after a linking verb and either rename or describe the subject; these are typically nouns,
pronouns, or adjectives functioning as subject complements. What is the difference between a
predicate nominative and a predicate adjective? A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that
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renames the subject, while a predicate adjective describes the subject's state or quality; both serve
as subject complements. Can a sentence have more than one subject complement? Generally, a
sentence has only one subject complement that completes the meaning of the subject, but in
complex sentences, multiple complements can be present if they describe or rename different parts.
Which verbs are typically used with subject complements? Linking verbs such as 'be," '‘become,’
'seem,’ ‘appear,’ 'feel," and 'look’ are commonly used with subject complements. Why are subject
complements important in understanding sentence structure? They help clarify the meaning of the
subject and complete the thought of the sentence, making communication clear and precise. Can an
adjective be a subject complement? If so, give an example. Yes, an adjective can be a subject
complement. For example, in 'The sky is blue,' ‘blue’ is an adjective serving as a subject
complement describing the sky.
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